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Barbeque
Cakes and Sweets
Children
Guild
Plants
Produce
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$1055.50
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Margaret Newport
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Christmas Gifts - 29 November at 1.00pm. If you don’t know what to get
that difficult-to-buy-for older person for Christmas, Access Mobility will be
here for an hour at the next Pastoral Care Team Meeting and they are
bringing along a wide range of gadgets for us to have a go with. What about
something that helps pull your socks up, a vegetable peeler or jar opener
designed for arthritic hands or perhaps you have wondered how easy
walkers are to use? These are just a few of the gadgets that will be available
for us to try out so please feel free to come along and have a go. Would
Pastoral Care Team Members arrive at 12:30 for a short meeting beforehand. Feel free to bring your lunch and I’ll make tea and coffee.
Unfortunately Access Mobility are only available for daytime meetings, so my
apologies to anyone who works through the day and cannot attend. Please
note, all are welcome to come and try out the equipment Access Mobility are
bringing. - Kay Peterson.
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A Request from Richmond Waimea Minister’s Association
At Richmond Baptist Church they have a member who is in desperate need
of a kidney transplant. She is going onto dialysis three times per week, but
her need is really for a kidney donor. Is there anyone out there who would
be willing to be a kidney donor for her? Her support worker is willing to follow
up and discuss any queries as to what this entails. Anyone interested please
contact Shelley Hawke in the first instance. Phone 544 7596 or
email: shelley.hawke@richmondbaptist.org.nz
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Well team you have done exceptionally well this year. The container in Christchurch is filling
rapidly. We have about 75% of the Canterbury boxes packed away, over 2500 boxes so far.
Dunedin and Otago are sending up 1770 boxes, twice what they did last year! Nelson and
Blenheim have over 600 boxes due to arrive in Christchurch in the next few days. They just
keep coming; over 200 from Rangiora!
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There has been so much support from everyone and I keep hearing from those that missed out
this time but really want to be included next year. Your local initiatives have been fantastic;
local newspaper and Television, so much foot work. Special church services where the service
was dedicated to packing shoe boxes and then praying over them. Even one volunteer who’s
house is completely filled with boxes to come up to Christchurch… ’I have filled my bedroom,
lounge, passage and kitchen with boxes!!! It has taken until tonight to get to the microwave.’!
I had my 86 year old Mother with me on a couple of collection trips and she was amazed in the
politeness and helpful attitude of some of the school pupils who had helped with collections and
handover of boxes.
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Again a big thank you for everything, it’s almost over now for the year, at least for most folks.
I hope to have the container on its way first thing next week. Then we can start thinking about
how it went, what we can do to improve and looking ahead to next year. There will be
opportunity to share your ideas together maybe early next year.
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Dear OCC Family,
It’s a joy to serve with the most passionate, generous and committed people. I’m humbled by your
faithful labour of love in how you serve God through Operation Christmas Child.
Seeing the thousands of shoeboxes being delivered to our warehouses reminds me that there’s a child
who will be blessed and impacted greatly at the end of each shoebox’s journey. For many of these
children it will be the first time they receive a Christmas gift and hear about what Christmas is all about.
On a personal note, I love watching my boys put their childlike faith and joy into action. They pray for
the boys who will receive their gifts and are learning about their responsibility to share what God has
done for them with others. I know this is a joy I share with so many other mums and dads around
Australia and New Zealand.
God bless you and may God bless every shoebox giver and recipient this year!
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